
  



  



PRELUDE 
 
OPENING MUSIC  “Joy to the World”  
      Music by George Frideric Handel 
      Words by Isaac Watts 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will come to all 
the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
  



CHRISTMAS CAROL  “Away in the Manger”    
Music by William James Kirkpatrick 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Deacon:  The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the 
mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 



FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9: 2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined.  

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy;  

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest,  
as people exult when dividing plunder.  

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of their oppressor,  
you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood  
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it  

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Lector:    Hear what the Spirit is saying  
People:  Thanks be to God.  



SECOND LESSON  Titus 2: 1—14 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training 
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age 
to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait 
for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of 
his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful”     
Music and Words by John Francis Wade 

 

 
 

 

 

 



GOSPEL  Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version)  
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. And all 
went to be taxed, everyone into his own city. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; To be taxed with 
Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so, it was, 
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for them in the inn.   
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them:  and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward all. And it 
came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing, which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and 
found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And 
when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it 
wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 



But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying, and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL  “What Child is This”         

Words by Willliam Chatterton Dix  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

    

SPECIAL MUSIC  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 
You’re invited to light a candle at our prayer table and write your prayer 
intention(s) on the newsprint during the music. Please wear your mask 
and remember to stay socially distant. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, 
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
 
Holy God, from You, comes all grace and righteousness. Bind your 
church together during this Christmas season, that we bear witness 
to the truth of the gospel throughout the world.  
Loving God, 
hear our prayer. 
 



Holy God, all creation reveals your splendor and majesty. Guide us 
in caring for the earth and all it contains and bring about favorable 
weather during this time of travel.  
Loving God, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you care for your children in this and every place. Grant 
relief to those in fear, shelter to the homeless, community to the 
isolated, joy to expectant parents, relief to those who yearn for 
children, and healing to the sick. We pray especially this night for… 
Loving God, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, protect those who travel, comfort those who are alone, 
accompany those who celebrate, and make your presence known 
among those who gather around your table.  
Loving God, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, your Son became incarnate to provide salvation for all. 
Lead us by the example of the faithful departed as we await the 
blessed hope of the life to come.  
Loving God, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 
Celebrant:  Rejoicing in your glory revealed to the world, we offer 
these and all our prayers to you, O God, through Christ our light.  
Amen. 
 
  



OFFERTORY   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

 

 
 

We have an online giving option on our website - stmarksandstjohns.org 
and there is an Offering Plate at the church entrance. We no longer pass 
the offering plate during services.  
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE    Walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  
 

  



HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

God is here.  
God’s Spirit is with us.  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right indeed that we should praise you, God of love, our source, 
and our fulfillment, for you create all things, and in you, we live and 
move and have our being. Your wonder is manifest in land and sea 
and sky. When the times had at last grown full and the earth had 
ripened in abundance, you made us in your image for yourself. 
 
And even though we turn from you, again and again, you call us to 
yourself, and in every age, promise liberation. As a mother tenderly 
gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own to rear 
them in your way of compassionate love. From your own being, you 
sent Jesus among us, incarnate of the Holy Spirit and born of Mary 
our sister. 
 
Jesus was born and revealed your care for all you have made - 
showing us your way of reconciliation by suffering the pain of the 
cross and rising in glory. 
 
You sent your Holy Spirit and gave birth to us your church. Today 
your Spirit continues to nurture and guide us. Now we join hands 
around your table, and with all creation, we say together: 
 
 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
   heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
   Hosanna in the highest. U 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.      
   Hosanna in the highest.  
 
To you indeed be glory, almighty God, because on the night before 
he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you 
thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 
     Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;  
     do this to remember me. 
 
After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he 
gave it to them and said: 
 
     This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you;  
     do this as often as you drink it to remember me. 
 
And so through this sacrament, we celebrate and proclaim the 
mystery of our faith. 
 
    Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come in glory. 
 
Therefore, loving God, on this special night we recall Christ's life, 
death, and resurrection, and ask you to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration, that we 
may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with 
your life and goodness. Strengthen us to do your work, and to be 
your body in the world. 
 
 



Unite us in Christ and give us your peace. Through your Holy Spirit, 
burning like a flame, gentle as a dove, may we who receive these 
gifts live lives of justice, love, and prayer, and be a voice for those 
who are not heard. In union with your whole church, we worship 
you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise. 
 
Blessing, honor, and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,  

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  
 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
  

We who are many are one body, for we share in this one bread.   
 
  



FRACTURE ANTHEM   “Give Thanks”     
Music and lyrics by Henry Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God take them in remembrance 
of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith.   

 

  



WELCOME TO THE TABLE 

All are welcome to receive communion. 

Please be seated. Our Eucharistic Ministers will come to you. As they 
approach, please stand if you are able.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice 
are available.  

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of communion, simply cross 
your arms in front of you. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN   “Mary Did You Know?”  

 
A PRAYER FOR LIGHT          
As the prayer is read, please have your candles ready. Deacon Mike will 
light several candles in the congregation. Please then share the flame with 
one another. 
  
Leader 1:  It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
 
Leader 2:  Light our way as we come to the manger to gather in  

wonder with the shepherds. 
 
Leader 1:  Light our way as we come to the manger to kneel in  

  reverence with those who are suffering this night. 
 
Leader 2:  Light our way as we come to the manger to sing for joy  

with the angels. 
 
Leader 1:  It is you, loving God, who lights our way. Help us to be a  

people filled with hope, peace, joy, and love.  
  



CANDLELIGHT HYMN          “Silent Night” 
       Words by Joseph Mohr  
       Music by Franz Xaver Gruber 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Time for silent meditation 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
      

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation. And in 
this meal, we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take 
flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your 
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 



FINAL BLESSING            
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
       Words by Charles Wesley 
       Music by Felix Mendelssohn   
     

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



DISMISSAL            
 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace and share the story of Jesus. 
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!     
 

 
 

A Christmas Gift was given on behalf of… 
 

Kristina Finn & Tommy Formicola 
 

Edna Marino 
 

 
Flowers were given in loving memory of… 

 

Norma J Cottrell and Ida A. Takyi 

John and Alice Travers 

Eleanor DiLuigi and William H. 

Carolyn R. Brody 

Jarad and Javion 

Dr. & Mrs. E.A. Forszt 

Rose, Frank, and Jeff Caruso 

Joe Gilfoy 

John and Alice Travers 



 


